GENERAL and LEGAL ENGLISH 
BA.LL.B. First Semester

Course Description

GENERAL and LEGAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE is divided in two semesters, offered to first year students of BA.LLB, in all Legal Education Institutions around the world. As opposed to the general English students studied in secondary and higher secondary classes, this general and legal English language attempts to help students primarily to understand and use the language of law. Through a wide variety of exercises based on authentic texts form different genres used in the legal profession, it exposes students to the language and academic skills needed to study law. These include, speaking, listening, reading, writing, vocabulary and grammar.
UNIT – I
Introduction


(a) Language, its definition and purpose





(b) The four functions of Language






(i) Reading






(ii) Writing






(iii) Speaking and






(iv) Comprehension





(c) Do we need plain English in Law?





(d) Can Law survive without traditional legal language?





(e) Legal Writing - plain legal English writing




(f) Use of Dictionary
UNIT – II
Structure, Usages and Vocabulary

Structures:


Basic Verb patterns




Question Tags, Short answers, etc.,

Usages:


(a) Subject Verb Agreement





(b) Different parts of speech – some important points





(c) Order of words





(d) Idioms and phrases





(e) Words with appropriate prepositions





(f) Common errors

Vocabulary:


(a) One word substitution





(b) Antonyms and Synonyms





(c) Words liable to be confused: Paronyms, Homonyms





(d) Legal Terms and phrases 
UNIT - III
Legal terms and usage
UNIT- IV
Latin and foreign words and maxims
UNIT- V
Vocal and verbal English practice 

(As part of internal assessment at the time of evaluation of the students.)

RECOMMENDED BOOKS

1. High School English Grammar and Composition – by Wren & Martin

2. Nesfield’s English Grammar, Composition and Usage – by N.K. Agrawal and F. T. Wood

3. English Grammar – by F. T. Wood

4. An intensive Course in English – by C. D. Siddhu

5. Intermediate Grammar – Usage and Composition – by M.L. Tickoo and Subramanian

6. Legislative Drafting – by G. C. Thornton

7. Plain Language for Lawyers – by Michele M. Asprey

8. Due Process of Law – by Lord Denning.

9. Legal Glossary 

POLITICAL SCIENCE I (Fundamentals of political Science)

B.A.LL.B First Semester

Objective of the course: 

Since social order is premised on tacit agreements, and social change as occurring in a relatively slow and orderly manner, (Thomas Bernard: 1983), development can simply be defined as an incremental improvement in the quality of lives of the citizenry. Therefore, fundamental of political science is essential to be studied in law study, as a people’s response that is directed at ensuring good governance; a political process of evolving means of adding value to people’s life. 

With the objective of basic political understanding the course is designed so that one can understand the political position of the individual in the governmental system.
Unit –1

· The Meaning and scope of Political Science

· The nature and significance of political science

· Interdisciplinary approach in political science

· Relation of Political science with law

Unit-2

· The meaning, nature, Importance and essential elements of the State

· The state and its relationship with Society/Government/ Nation

· The Function and limits of the state

· Concept of Power, Authority and Legitimacy

Unit-3

· Concept of Justice

· Concept of Sovereignty

· Concept of Liberty

· Concept of Equality

Unit-4

· Concept of Political System

· Forms of Government: -

· Democracy and Authoritarianism

· Parliamentary and Presidential Government

· Unitary and federal Government

· Rule of Law and Constitutionalism

Unit-5

· Theory of Separation of powers

· Organs of Government-

· Legislature: - Unicameral and Bicameral, powers and functions

· Executive: - Kinds, powers and functions

· Judiciary:  - powers and functions

Unit-6

· Political Ideology: - Fascism, Marxism, Liberalism, and Feminism

Recommended Books: -

1. Appadorai: -substance of politics

2. Ashirvadam: Principles of Political Science

3. R.C.Veermani: Political Theory

4. J.C.Johri :-Principles of Political Science

5. R..G.Gettell:- Introduction to political science 

6. J.W.Garner: Political Science and Government

7. L.S.Rathor:- Political Theory

8. Tripti Jain: Fundamentals in Political Science

Sociology –I (Legal Sociology)
BA.LL.B. First Semester

Objective of the course:


Law does not operate in a vacuum. It has to reflect social values, attitudes and behavior. Societal values and norms, directly or indirectly, influence law. Law also endeavors to mould and control these values, attitudes and behavioral patterns so that they flow in a proper channel. It attempts either to support the social system or to change the prevalent social situation or relationship by its formal processes. Law also influences other parts of the social system. Law, therefore, can be perceived as symbolizing the public affirmation of social facts and norms as well as means of social control and an instrument of social change. Commenting on the interrelationship between law and society, Luhman observed: 

All collective human life is directly or indirectly shaped by law. Law is, like knowledge, an essential and all pervasive fact of the social condition. No area of life-whether it is the family or the religious community, scientific research is the internal network of political parties-can find a lasting social order that is not based on law ---. A minimum amount of legal orientation is indispensable everywhere.

However, the societal values and patterns are dynamic and complex. These changing societal values and ethos obviously make the discipline of law dynamic and complex.. It also enables to assess efficacy of law as an instrument of socio-economic changes and to identify bottlenecks, if any. Law, thus, has a social context. Law without its social context is simply a noteworthy mental exercise. ‘Law without social content or significance is law without flesh, blood or bowels’. Hence one law student first must know the society and then its relationship with the legal system This course has been ith this basic objective and further to penetrate on the social structure which ultimately works behind the legal development. 

Unit-I

Introduction of Sociology:

· Definitions of sociology, scope of sociology, nature of sociology, importance of sociology 

· Relation of sociology with other social sciences as history, political science, ethics, jurisprudence and psychology.

· Society, Tribal society, Agrarian society, industrial society, Human vs Animal society. 

Unit-II

The family system:

· Family, Characteristics of family, Nature of family, Types of family, functions of family, the modern family, Joint family 
· Marriage-forms of marriage, Mate choice, selection by parrots. 

· Kinship, Types of kinship, terms of kinship, degree of kinship, kinship usages. 

Unit-III

The Rual & Urban Community:

· The village community, evolution of village community. Features of village community, growth of villages. The village community in India, Characteristics of Indian Villages, Change in village community.
· Urban-The Growth of cities, classification of cities features of urban community, city community in India, urban rural contrast, evaluation of city life.

Unit-IV

Legal Sociology:

· Sociology and Law, Sociology and Ethics, Sociology and Jurisprudence

· The meaning of social control, need of social control, The purposes of social control, means of social control, sources of social control, social control through ages, social control in future,  social control in modern society
· Law, the meaning of Law, Differences between custom & Law. The Classes of Law and custom  

Unit-V

Social disorganizations and social problems:

· Social disorganization, characteristics of disorganization causes of social disorganization.
· The Nature of social problems, the causes of social problems major social problems like poverty, unemployment, crime, war solutions to social problems, social planning in India.  

Books:

1. An Introduction to Sociology: Vidhya Shankar Bhushan & Dr. Sachdeva, (Ketabl Mahal)

2. The Indian Society: Ram Ahuje

3. Sociology for Law Students: S. R. Maini. 

BA.LL.B. I Sem. 

History –I 

Indian History-I (Ancient to 1857)

Objective: Is to make the students aware about the India’s past: its social, cultural, political an administrative institutions, because without history, law is a set of bare principles devoid of social meaning and cultural orientation.  For a law students history is the very process of understanding law in context.  

Unit-I

A General survey of the political history and administrative system before the Mauryas dynasty (Vedic and later Vedic age)
Unity-II 

(a) History of state and government in ancient India with special reference to Mauryas and Guptas ; their comparative study. 

(b) History of Justice and Law in the ancient India

Unit-III
Development of state and government in early medieval India: The Rajput period.

Unit-IV
Development of Justice, Law and administration during the Sultanate period

Unit-V
Development of Judicial and administrative system during the Mughal period. 
Unit-VI

A brief history of administrative systems of some important smaller states /dynasties prevailed during medieval India

Unit-VII
The Revolution of 1857; its causes and Impact upon India administrative system. 

Recommended Books:
1. A.S. Alterkar 

-
State and Government in Ancient India

2. A.L. Basham

-
The wonder that was India

3. R.P. Das Gupta

-
Crime and Punishment in Ancient India

4. S.D. Sharma

-
Administration of Justice in Ancient 






India

5. R.S. Sharma

-
Material Culture and Social formation






in Ancient India 
BA.LL.B. First Semester

Law of Torts including M.V. Accident and Consumer Protection Laws
Objectives: This course is designed to study the principles of Tortious liability, the defences available in an action for torts, the capacity of parties to sue and be sued and matters connection there with. Further, this course is designed to study specific torts against the individual and property. With rapid industrialization, inadequacy of the law to protect the individual is exposed. An attempt shall be accorded to the individuals against mass torts and industrial torts. Keeping in the expensive character of judicial proceedings the students should reflect on the alternative forms, and also the remedies provided under the Consumer Protection Act, 1986. 

Unit I - 

· Meaning, nature and functions of tort law.

· Distinction between:

· Tort and contract

· Tort and Crime

· Tort and other situations of restitution

· Tort and liability on Bailment 

Unit II - The Liability on “Fault Principle”; 

· Intentional and Negligent Wrongs 

(A) Assault and Battery 

False Imprisonment 

Other Intentional Wrongs

(B) Negligence: Duty of care, Breach of Duty and Damage 

(C) Absence of Fault 

· Strict Liability 

· Absolute Liability, Dangerous and Hazardous enterprises 

· Hazardous Enterprise 

(D) Damnum sine injuria and injuria sine Damno

(E) Vicarious Liability

(F) Death as Extinguishing and as Creating    Liability

(G) Defamation (with or without fault)

Unit III -

· Causation and Remoteness of Damage

· Proximity, Duty of Care; Fair, Just and

· Reasonable relationships; Policy Considerations.

· Assumption of Risk and Failure to Act
· Nervous Shock and Psychiatric Injury. 

Unit IV- 

· Trespass and its various nature
· Nuisance, Reasonableness, Defences, Remedies 

Unit V- 
 
· Strict Liability

· Rule in Rylands v Fletcher 

· Liability for dangerous Animals

Unit VI

· Consumer Protection Act; Historical Background.

· Consumers-the concept, definition and scope, object of C.P.Act, Rights of Consumers.

· Unfair Trade practice, defect in goods, deficiency in services.

· Consumer forum under C.P.Act, constitution, jurisdiction and procedure

· Motor Accidents as a civil wrong

PRESCRIBED BOOKS ON TORTS:

· M.N SHUKLA

· B.M. GANDHI

· R.K BANGIA

· D.D. BASU

· J.N. PANDEY

· S.K. KAPOOR

· CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT

· MOTOR VEHICLE ACT

Book Recommended: 

1. Rattan Lal Dhiraj Dal

:
Law of Torts

2. Winfiled


:
Law of Torts

3. Sahmond


:
Law of Torts

4. Bangia, R.K.


:
Law of Torts

5. Basu, D.D.


:
Law of Torts

6. S. Ramaswami lyer

:
Law of Torts

7. Sinha, B.S.


:
Law of Torts

8. Fleming


:
Law of Torts

BA.LL.B. -SEM -I

General Principle and theories of Contract (Sections 1 to 75) 

Objectives of the course

Every man in his day to day life from dawn to dusk makes a variety of contracts. Man's contract making activities increase with the increasing trade, commerce and industry. In a way living in a modern society would be impossible if the law did not recognise this contract making power of a person. This prompted Roscoe Pound to make his celebrated observation: "Wealth, in a commercial age, is made up largely of promises". In this sense India is also a "promissory" society. The conferment and protection by the law of this contract making power of persons gives them a considerable leeway to strike best bargain for the contract making persons. In a way they are permitted to regulate and define their relations in a best possible manner they chose. However, the contours of contractual relations in a feudal, colonial and capitalist society of pre-independence

India cannot necessarily be the same in an independent and developing Indian society. Whatever may be the nature of a given society, the contractual relations, as are obtained in that society, are governed by certain principles which are more or less of a general and basic nature. In India these general principles are statutised in the form of the Indian Contract Act 1972.

This course is designed to acquaint a student with the conceptual and operational parameters of these various general principles of contractual relations.
1.
Introduction

· Theories of contract, Nature, Scope and function of contract, 

· Definition, phenomena of agreement, 

· Proposal, offer and promise, Distinction between contractual obligation and other kinds of obligations

2.
Formation of contract: I

· Offer or proposal, elements & kinds, communication of offer, termination of offer, Revocation of offer, Family and social agreements, Social offer, lapse of offer,

· Acceptance, Communication of acceptance, knowledge of acceptor, mode of acceptance. Difference between English Law and Indian Law,

· Provisional acceptance and withdrawal of tenders, revocation of acceptance

· Consideration- Definition, necessity for consideration, consideration and third party, privity of contract, performance of existing duty for consideration, Exception to the doctrine of consideration, Indian and English Law on Consideration.

3. Formation of contract: II
· Capacity to contract-Minors, Nature and effect of Minor’s contract. Doctrine of restitution position under the specific relief Act 1963.

· Contract and consent- Consent, Vitiating factors and their effects, coercion undue-influence, real or apparent authority. Unconscionable bargains. Pardanashin women and contracts, Fraud and Misrepresentation

· Mistake - Mistake of fact and mistake of law,doctrine of nonest-factum

· Term of contract - Exemption clauses: standard form of contract, notice of printed terms, Interpretation of Exemption or Exclusion clauses, Fundamental terms and fundamental breach of the contract, Exemption clauses and the third parties

4.

Contracts for Lawful objects and illegality
· Unlawful agreements (unlawful object and consideration)

· Void Agreements :Agreement made without consideration, restraint of marriages, restraint of trade, restraint of legal proceedings agreements, illegal and void agreements, exceptions, agreements against public policy, wagering contract,

· Contingent contract

5.

Discharge of contract
· Discharge by performance-impossibility of performance, discharge by frustration, specific grounds of frustration, theories of frustration, theories of implied term, just and reasonable, solution position in India, effects of frustration

· Discharge by breach: Condition of breach, Anticipatory breach, its meaning, Rights of the parties excused from further performance


6.
Quasi Contact and damages

· Meaning of quasi contact, kind of quasi contract.

· Remedies in contractual obligation- Damages: General and specific damages, remoteness of damages, Measure of damages,

Books Recommended:-
Law of Contract 
:
Chesire and  Fifoot  

Law Contract

:
Avtar Singh



Law of Contract
:
Anson




Law of contract
:
R.K. Bangia

